1998 Amendments to the USMS Rules

The following proposals were approved by the House of Delegates:

Rl

R4

R6

R8

R10

RI11

Ri2

Glossaryp. 12 Ozark
Add after “Heat™
Horizontal - parallel to the level surface of the water.

Glossaryp. 13 Ozark
Add after “Pool”:
Propulsive - having the power to propel.

Glossaryp. 13 Florida Gold Coast
Seeding- distributing swimmers among the required number of heats and/or lanes, based
on submitted times.
« Deck seeded seeding - alt events are seeded at the mreet time of the event with
entries received prior to or at the meet.

- Confirmed seeding - events are seeded after a confirmation (check-in) time.
» Pre seeded seeding - alt events are seeded prior to the day of competition

; ¢ rtted-times.

102.2  p. 19 Rule Book
AGE DETERMINING DATE —The eligibility of a participant for a particular age
group witt-shall be determined by the age as of the last day of the meet._

102.5. p. 19 Championship
0002.1.  Events -- In planing ...sheltered rest areas.

Any of the following events may be conducted foreachagegroup. Any event
conducted must be offered for all age groups and both genders. -#tsnotnecessary-to
conduct-atteventsineachmeet- For long distance events, see article 302.

102.5.1 p. 19 Rule Book
.1 Short Course (25) Yards

200-400-800 yards mixed freestyle relay {twofemate-and-twormate}
200-400 yards medley relay

200-400 yards mixed medley relay {two-femate-and-twomale)_

102.5.2 p. 20 Rule Book
.2 Long Course (5) Meters and Short Course (25) Meters

200-400-800 meters mixed freestyle relay @wofemate-andtwomatey——————
200-400 meters medley relay

200-400 meters mixed medley relay ftwofemate-and-twomate)_



R13 102.6 p. 20 Florida
0002.1 Event Limit - A swimmer may compete in not more than five individual

events per day. If, however, due to conditions beyond the control of meet officials,
n event or events are postponed_to a subsequent day of the meet, such postpone

events shall not be included in the five events per day limitation.

R14 102.10.1A  p. 20 Championship A*
A All Masterseventsconducted shdrt course meters events, long course meters events
and National Championships shall/conducted on a timed final basis._Other short course

mav be conducted on a timed final basis. In a trials/finals format, competitors shall
M e limited to three individual events per day.,

R16 102.10.4 A (1c) p.22 Championship
c. If mthestowest/fastest-heat there are not enough swimmers to fill thetanes-with
two-swimmers-cach all heats with two swimmers in each lane, those swimmers with
the fastest submitted times may be seeded one-to-a-lane.

R17 102.10.4A6a. p. 22 Rule Book
6 Lane etiquette
a. The starter shall instruct the swimmers to swim on one side of the lane during the
entire race (eg-i.e., no “circle” swimming).

R18 102.13.3A  p. 24 Rule Book
.3 Postponement or Cancellation
A If, prior to the start of a meet or event, unusual or severe weather or other conditions
preclude the possibility of safely and effectively conducting a meet or event, the
meet committee (see article 103.5) may cancel or postpone it.

R19 103.1 p. 26 Rule Book
103.1 REQUIRED OFFICHALS-PERSONNEL—The minimum number-of offtetats
personnel at USMS sanctioned Masters Swimming meets or recognized events
shall include the following for each course:

R20  103.10.6 p. 30 Rule Beok
.6 Infraction Signal

Exception: Relay take-off judges as outlined in article 163-5-5B-103.10.5B.

R21 103.12.1 p. 31 Rule Book
C Manual A timing system operated by individual lane timers, each of whom operates
a mapual watch that is both started and stopped by the timer as described m article

R25 103.13.6 p. 35 Rule Book
.6 A backup time adjusted for system timing errors in accordance with the methods
described in articles 163-74€103- 74D, 16374, and163-74F-103,12.4C




R26

R30a

R30

103.12.4D, 103,12 4E, and 103,12 4F may be used as an official time equal to the
level of the timing system to which it has been adjusted.

104.3.2B p- 36 Rule Book

B Eligible bidders - A national championship ... LMSC. In either event, the facility to
be used must be in accordance with the facility standards which-have-beenadopted
by BSMSinc-defined in article 107.

104.3.2Bp.36 Champlonshlp

B Eligible bidders - Anationz ' C
or-a—club—vnth-the-mﬂmsemcm-oﬁts-I:MSG- Any club, LMSC, or orgamzayon may
bid, Hretther-event;- t-The facility to be used must be in accordance with the facility
standards which have been adopted by USMS, Inc. The Championship Committee

shall strongly consider LMSC endorsement as a selection criteria.

104.5.1A 2. p. 38 Championship
2. The chairman of this meeting shall be the pre31dent of USMS or an mdmdual

designated by the president anc
of USMS.

104.5.2Bp. 39 Rule Book

B Rotation of meet formatsschedules —The particular format-schedule shall be rotated
in order (1, 2, and 3} among the three basic schedules shown in article 104,52A
without regard to course.

104.5.2 p.39 Championship

A. Meet Schedule (1999-2002)

3

Schedule 1 Schedule 2 Schedule 3

1st Day 1st Day 1st Day

800/1000 Freestyle 800/1000 Freestyle 800/1000 Freestyle
1500/1650 Freestyle 1500/1650 Freestyle 1500/1650 Frecstyle
2nd Day 2nd Day 2nd Day

400 ™M 50 Back 100 Back

50 Back 100 Breast 200 Free

200 Freestyle 200 Frecstyle 50 Fly

100 Breast 100 Fly 200 Breast

200 Fly 200 Mixed Medley Relay 200 Mixed Frec Relay
200 Medley Relay 200 Free Relay 200 Medley Relay
200 Free Relay 400 IM 400 IM

3rd Day 3rd Day 3rd Day

400/500 Freestyle (men) 400/500 Freestyle (women) | 100 Fly




50 Fly 100 Back 200 IM
200 Breast 50 Breast 50 Frecestyle
100 Back 200 M 200 Back
50 Freestyle 50 Frecstyle 50 Breast
200 IM 200 Fly 200 Free Relay
200 Mixed Medley Relay  |200 Mixed Free Relay 400/500 Freestyle (women)
4th Day 4th Day 4th Day
400/500 Freestyle (women} |400/300 Freestyle (men)  |400/300 Freestyle (men)
100 IM 100 Free 50 Back
100 Fly 200 Breast 100 Breast
50 Breast 50 Fly 100 TM
200 Back 200 Back 200 Fly
100 Freestyle 100 IM 100 Freestyle
200 Mixed Free Relay 200 Medley Relay 200 Mixed Medley Relay
R31 104.5.2C p. 39 Rule Book
Alternative meet schedules—A meet bidder may, with the approval of the Championship Committee,
bid for a national championship meet with a different schedule from those defined in seetton
above-article 104.5,2A
R32 104.5.3(A) p.40 Championship
A Individual events - Compelitors may enter and swim in a maximum of six individual events (or
five individual events, if deemed necessary by the Championship Commitiee) inra4=day nationat
championshipmeet, with a maximum of threc individual events per day.
R33 104.5.3(B) p.40 Championship
B Relays - Each competitors shall be allowed to swim in only one freestyle relay, one medley relay,
one mixed frecstyle relay, and one mixed medley relay of each distance per meet.
R34 104.5.3(C2) p. 40 Championship
2. Altitude adjustment - Times achieved at an altitude of 3000 feet or higher may be adjusted, for
NQT purposes only, by subtracting the times (in seconds) in the following table from the actual time
achieved.
R35 104.5.3 C-2 p. 40 Colorado

2. Altitude Adjustment - Times achieved at an altitude of 3,000 feet or higher may be adjusted for
NQT purposes by subtracting the adjustment times (in seconds) from the actual time achieved. The
specific adjustments for each age group and sex are found in Appendix B. The adjustments shall be

determined every four years starting in 1998. The adjustment times for men and women competitors

halt be calculated by multiplying the time adjustiment in)following table by the ratio of the 200-yard
freestyle national record for the age group Lo that of the 2%-29 200-yard freestvle for men and
WOINCN respe

ively, The values in following.table shall bexthose determined and used for the same

purpose by USS, “\/L'/

Note: Records and Top Ten, etc., are to be actual times swum, not adjusted for altitude.

| 3000-4249 & | 4250-6400 88 | 6500+ 4

200 yards/meters 0.50 1.20 1.60
400-500 yards/meters 2.50 5.00 7.00
800-1000 yards/meters 5.00 10.00 15.00
1650 yards/1500 meters 1 11.00 23.00 32.50



An example table to be placed in Appendix B, using the current record times is shown below:

Appendix B
Adjustments for men’s National Qualifying Times for swims at altitude

3000-4249 ft 4250-649% ft ' 6500+ ft
Age 200 yd/ |400-500| 800- |1650 yd/| 200 yd/ |400-500] 800- |1650 yd/|200 yd/|400-500] B800- |1650 yd/
Group m yd/fm | 1000 |1500m m yd/m | 1000 | 1500m| m yd/m | 1000 | 1500 m
yd/m yd/m yd/m
19-24 0.52 2,58 5.16] 11.36 1.24 516/ 1033 2375 1.65 7.23] 15.49] 33.56
25-29 0.50 2.50 5.00y 11.00 1.20 5.00[ 10.00f 23.00] 160 7.00| 15.00] 32.50
30-34 0.51 2.54 507 11.16 1.22 5071 10.15] 2334 1.62 7.10] 15221 3298
35-39 0.52 2.62 524 11.52 1.26 524 1047 2409 1.68 7.33] 1571 34.04
40-44 0.53 2.66 532 11.71 1.28 532] 10.65| 2449 1.70 7.45] 1597 34.60
4549 0.55 2.75 5.50] 1210 1.32 5500 11.00] 2529 1.76 7.70] 16,50 3574
50-54 0.57 2.86 5.73] 12.60 1.37 5731 11.45] 26.34] 1.83 8.02| 17.18] 37.22
55-59 0.60 2.98 5951 13.09 1.43 5.95] 11.90] 27371 190 8.33] 17.85] 3868
60-64 0.61 3.05 6.11 13.44 1.47 6.11| 12.22] 28.10] 1.95 8.55| 18.33] 39.71
65-69 0.65 3.23 6.45] 14.19 1.55 6.45] 12.90] 29.68] 2.06 9.03| 19.35] 41.93
70-74 0.70 3.51 7.01 1543 1.68] 7.01] 14.02] 3226] 224 982] 21.04] 4558
75-79 0.75 3,75 7.49] 16.49 1.80; 7.49] 1499 3447 2401 10.49] 22.48] 4871
80-84 0.87 433 8.66] 19.05 2.08 B.66] 17.32( 39.83| 277 12.12| 25.97f 56.28
85-89 1.01 5.04] 10.08] 2217 242 10.08( 20.16] 46.36] 3.23] 14.11] 30.24] 65.51
90-94 1.18 591 11.821 26.01 2.84] 11.82 23.64| 5438] 3.78] 16.55|] 3547 76.84
Adjustments for women’s National Qualifying Times for swims at altitude
3000-4249 ft 4250-6499 ft 6500+ ft
Age 200 yd/ [ 400-500 | 800- [1650 yd/] 200 yd/ | 400-500| 800- |[1650 yd/|200 yd/|400-500| 800- | 1650 yd/
Group m yd/m 1000 | 1500 m m yd/m 1000 [1500m| m yd/m | 1000 | 1500 m
yd/m yd/m yd/m

19-24 0.51 2.56] 512 11.27 1.23 5121 10.24| 23.55] 1.64 7.17] 1536 33.28
25-29 0,50 2.50] 5.00] 11.00 1.20 5.00] 10.00f 23.00] 1.60 7.00] 15.00f 32.50
30-34 0.50 2.51 502 11.05 1.20 5021 10.04] 23.09] 16l 7.03| 15.06| 32.63
35-39 0.50 2,50 5.001 11.00 1.20 5.00{ 10.00f 23.00] 1.60 7.00] 15.00 3251
40-44 0.53 266 5331 11.72 1.28 5.33] 10.65] 24.50] 1.70 746 1598] 34.62
4549 0.54 2.72) 545 11.99 1.31 5.45] 1090 2506 1.74 7.63| 16.34 35.41
50-54 0.59 296F 592 13.02 1.42 5.92] 11.83] 2722 1.89% 8.28| 1775 38.46
55-59 0.63 3.17) 6331 1393 1.52 6.33] 1267 2913 2.03 8.87| 19.00] 41.17
60-64 0.65 3.26] 651 1433 1.56 6.51| 13.03] 29.96] 2.08 9.12] 19.54] 4233
65-69 0.69 3471 6.94) 1527 1.67 6.94] 13.88] 31921 222 972} 2082 4511
70-74 0.74 372 7.43| 1635 1.78 7.43] 14.86] 34,18 2738 10.40] 22,291 4830
75-79 0.83 415 8301 1825 1.99 830| 16.59] 38.16] 2.65| 11.61] 24.89] 53.92
80-84 0.91 455 910 20.02 2,18 9.10| 18.20 41.86] 2.91| 12.74| 27.30{ 59.15
85-89 1.11 557 11.15| 24521 2671 11.15] 22.29] 5127 3.57] 15.60| 33.44| 72.45




90-94 |

R36

R37

R38

R39

R40

R4l

R43

R44

R45

R46

R47

133 e6s| 1331] 2027] 309 1331] 2661] 6121) 426 18.63] 39.92] s6.9]

104.5.C2  p.41 Championship

2. Relay entry deadline - A rRelays may be entered until the day before the-first-day-relays-are-swum-it is
schcdulcd to be swum. Paltlclpants thcrem must have entered thc mect 35 days in adva.ncc Retays-entered

- Afec of $12.00

per relav shall be chargcd for all rcla.vs Gfﬁeml-HSMS-n:hty-cmis-mtwbbc-used-

104.5.5(A2)p.42 Championship
Delete 104.5.5(A2)

104.5.5A3 p. 42 Rule Book

3. All events 200 yards/meters ... In the event that swimmers of the same sex two-eourses-are simultancously
swimming eme-sex-in two courses, the Championship Commitiee may authorize some alteration of this rule to
allow for smooth progress of the meet.

104.5.5(C) p. 42 Championship

C Multiple Courses -- When courses are unequal in any way (depth of the course, visibility of timing display,
bu]khead tums, type of g‘utlcr or start.mg blocks clc. ) male and fcmalc swimmers shall aIternate COurses by

d_a:@

a1 : d-otr-day d v Cars: Davs for each course sha]l be
detcrmmed bg the Champmnshlg Commﬂte If the time lme of the meet is significantly affected by this
rotation, the Championship Committee may override this requirement.

104.5.8A p. 43 Rule Book
A Posting of meet results—Photocopies of event/heat tapes shall be posted for each heat and lane before or
simultaneously with the posting of the resulls (see arlicle 163-6-6€-103.11.6C).

104,5.5C.8 p.A3 Champicnship
A Postmg of mcet results — Photﬁeoptesﬂof—eve:ﬂ:‘he&t—tapes Event rcsu]ts shall be posted [for-cach-heat-and
' g-of-the results ariicle 103-6:6€) and splits for each swimmer

ehall be madc avallablc in accordancc with arhclc 103.11.6.C.

104.5 C.9B p. 43 Championship

B Protesis affecting the eligibility of an individual or a team to compete, or protests arising from the competition
itself, shall be handled by a panel of five persons comprised of one representative each from the Championship
Committee and Rules Committec, if present, plus three other participants selected from other than the host
tcam by the protest panel chairman or Championship Committee liaison. . . .

104.5.10  p. 44 Rule Book
104.5.10 Personnel (Also see articles192-t8-and 103)

104.5.10  p.44 Championship
B Officials- The minimum number of officials at each session of a USMS national championship meet shall
include the following;
Onc meetl referee
Onc deck referee for each course
One administrative referee . . .

104.5.10B p.44 Rule Book

B Officials — The minimum number of officials ... An official may serve in only one officialing position during
any event—Fer_except that during freestyle events 400 melers and longer, the referee and starier may double as
stroke and turn judges.

105.1.2 p. 44 Records & Tabulation



R48

R48a

R48b

R51

R52

R53

R54

R55

R36

R58

RS9

R60

.2 Times to be considered for records and Top Ten times must be made on or before May 31 for short course yard
times, Seplember 30 for long course meter times, and December 31 for short course meter Uimes. These times
shall be forwarded to the Records and Tabulation chairman by Fuby15, June 30, October 20, and February-

5, January 26, respectively.

105.2.2B  p. 45 Pacific
A. Prior to the swim tFhe intent to record a split tunc is brought in writing to the attention, fmwriting , of the
meet referec and ...

103.13.1B1 p.34 Pacific
1. Notifies, in writing, the mect referce of the intent ot record an initial split time prior to the swim,

105.3.7B p.45 Pacific
B. Prior to the swim 1Fhe intent to record a split time is brought in writing to the attentionstn-writing; of the

meet referee, and

107.16 p.50 Championship

107. 16 PACE CLOCKS - There may shall be at least two large, accurate timing devices or clocks for each
-up course, preferably located one on ea:ch pposﬂ,e s1dct= of the coursc, clea.rly ws1ble 1o aJl SWimmers.

107.17.2  p. 50 Rule Book
.2 Power Source—Sce article 163710312 ...

108.1.1 p- 51 Rulc Book
.1 Auntherity—The USMS rules and regulations grant the referec the authority to modify the rules for the
swimmer with a disability (see article 103.6.6). ...

108.5.3 p- 53 Rule Book
.3 Turns/Finishes — Touches shall be judged ... Swimmers with no arms or wﬂh upper llmbs too shon to s(retch
above the head may touch the wall with any part of the upper bod a

103.7 p. 27 Rules (new section; insert and renumber)

0003.1 ADMINISTRATIVE REFEREE
‘The administrative referec shall resolve errors in entries and seeding, make adjustments as required and venfy
timing (see article 103.12.4), verify record documentation, and perform other duties as assigned by the meet
referee.

103 p103 Rule Book
Change title of arlicle:
MEET PERSONNELAND-THEIR-DUTIES PROCEEDURES

102.2 p19 International Commultee

0002.1. Age Determining Date -
A For Short Course Yards, iFhe eligibility of a participant for a particular age group will be determined
by the age as of the lasi day of the meet.
B For Short Course Meters and Long Coursc Meters, the eligibility of a participant for a particular age
group will be determined by the age as of December 31 of the vear of competition.

104.5.5.A1 p42 Championship
Move 104.5.5.A1 to 104.5.4.B4 and renumber
.4 Information_on _eniry - All information regarding seeding must be staled on the entry form.

104.5.4.B4 p41 Championship
4. Relay entry cards—On the relay card, relay teams must list the name of the registered swim club and the full
name (as it -appears on thc USMS rcgl strahon ca.rd), the age a.nd 1.he mect ]D number of each relay member.




Ul

Uz

U3

u4

Glossary p. 14
Add after “Wall™:
Warning Signal - a starting pisiol. bell. whistle, air horn or other appropriate audible device.

102.9.5 p.20

.5 First and last names of eempeting eligible relay swimmers, their ages, and their order of swimming shall be
deelared submitted on a relay enfry form or card to the clerk of course (if used) or to the head lane timer,_Any
changes in names of the competing swimmers or their order of swimming must be declared 1o the head lane
timer immediately prior to the start of the relay heat in which such team is entered. No changes will be

permitied thereafler.

102,14 p25

102.14. €OSTUNME-SWIMWEAR

.1 Design—Swimmers—costumes The swimsuils worn for competition shall be non-transparent and conform to the current

concepl of the appropriate. The referee shall have authority to bar offenders from competition under-this-rute until they
comply with this rule.

.2 Advertising—Products involving lobacco, alcchel, or pharmaceuticals containing drugs banned under IOC or FINA rules
may not be advertised, but the advertiser’s name only may be used. Offenders may be barred from competition until they

comply with this rule.

107.11p25 ‘
0007.1. STARTING PLATFORMS



uUs

U6

u?

107.14 p. 49

107.14. LOUDSPEAKER STARTING SYSTEM-—An electronic sound-generating device shall be provided
to pive the starting and recall signal. Loudspeakers may be mounted underneath or on the side of each starting
platform, between every two platforms, on each side of the racing course, or positioned behind the starting
platforms in such a manner that equitable dispersion of sound to all lanes is assured. The device shall also
activate a strobe light, or similar eptieat yisual signal, located on the starter’s side of the course approximately
15 feet forward from the starting end, to indicate he siart to manual timers and pearing-impatred deaf and
hard of hearing swimmers. The starting system may include an underwater recall speaker and gun-lap signal
option. [NC]

103.8 p.29

103.8. RECALL STARTER—A recall starter may be assigned to immediately discharge a recall sound
device (a) if the automatic equipment is not properly functioning on the starting signal or , (b) if a false start
has been observed, and ( ¢) to assist the Starter in any desired manner. Thc posmon of the recall slarter and
the type of signal to be used shall be made known to the swimmers. Fhe ke
assistthestarterirrany-desired-manner-

107.15 p.50
0007.1. FALSE START RECALL ROPE—A récall rope o be dropped across the course in case of a false

slart shall be provided approximately H-meters(36-feety 15 meters (49 feet) from the starting end in both
short eourse and Fs-meters{49-feetyin long course competition,



|

. Additional proposals from the Rules Committee

The following proposal was received after the completion of the rules committee meeting. The committee
recommends approval of this proposal.

R60 104.5 4.B4 p41 Championship
Relay entry cards—On the relay card, relay teams must list the name of the registered swim club
and the full name (as it appears on t.he USMS reglstrauon ca.rd) the age and the meet I.D number ot‘
each relay member. The-age— :
deadline:
Rationale: Delete this sentence only if the relay entry deadline proposal, R36, passes. Relays may
then be entered until the afternoon prior to the relay being swum and there will no longer need to be a
later, i.e. next day, relay check-in.

The following proposals have been passed by USA Swimming and are recommended for approval by the
House of Delegates.

Ul Glossary p. 14
Add after “Wail”:
Warning Signal - a starting pistol, bell, whistie, air horn or other appropriate gudible device.
Rationale: This is a term used but not defined,

U2 102.9.5p.20
.5 First and last names of cempeting eligible relay swimmers, their ages, and their order of
. swimming shall be declared submitted on a Relay Entry Form to the clerk of course (if used)
or to the head lane timer. Any chanpes in names of the competing swimmers or their order

of swimming must be declared to the head tane timer immediately prior to the start of the
relay heat in which such team is entered. No changes will be permitted thereafter.

Rational: To correct the omission of the requirements to submit a Relay Entry form; currently, the
rules require only that the relays be listed on the “entry blank” and are silent on how the swimmers
actually competing in a relay are to be “declared”.

U3 10214 p.25

10214, -€osTEME SWwirmwear

.1 Design—Swimmers—costumes The swimsuits worn for competition shall be non-transparent and conform
to the current concept of the appropriate. The referee shall have authority to bar offenders from competmon
under-thisrule until they appear-properly costumed comply with this rule.

.2 Advertising—Products involving tobacco, alcohol, or pharmaceuticals containing drugs banned under I0C
or FINA rules may not be advertised, but the advertiser’s name only may be used. Offenders may be barred
from competition until they comply with this rule,

Rationale: We have been wearing swimsuits since the mid-1920's.

U4 107.11 p.25
107.11. STARTING PLATFORMS
Rationale: There are more than one type of platforms governed by this rule.



-y

US 10714 p. 49

107.14. LOUDSPEAKER STARTING SYSTEM-—An electrenic sound-generating device
shall be provided to give the starting and recall signal. Loudspeakers may be mounted
underneath or on the side of each starting platform, between every two platforms, on each
side of the racing course, or positioned behind the starting platforms in such a manner that
equitable dispersion of sound to all lanes s assured. The device shall also activate a strobe
light, or similar eptical visual signal, located on the starter’s side of the course
approximately 15 feet forward from the starting end, to indicate the start to manual timers
and hearing-impaired deaf and hard of hearing swimmers. The starting system may include
an underwater recall speaker and gun-lap signal option. [NC]

Rationale: This is language preferred by the disabled sports organizations.

Us 103.8p29
103.8. RECALL STARTER—A recall starter may be assigned to immediately discharge a
recall sound device (a) if the antomatic equipment is not properly functioning on the starting
signal ef, (b) if a false start has been observed, and ( ¢) to assist the Starter in any desired
manner. The position of the recall starter and the type of signal to be used shall be made
known to the swimmers. The+eeall starter-may-also-be-assigned-to-assisi-the-starter-in-any
desired-manner:

Rationale:

u7 107.15 p.50
107.15. FALSE START RECALL ROPE—A recall rope to be dropped across the course in
case of a false start shall be provided approximately H-meters(36-feety 15 meters (49 feet)

from the starting end in both short esurse and 15-meters-£49-feet)-in long course competition.

Rationate: To change the location of the false start rope.

No+ ReCommende
ug (0250

CHANGE feR vo VN



.t

Revise for conformance with FINA rules:
101.1. BREASTSTROKE (Page 14):

101.1.5 Finish--At the finish he body shall be
and the touch shall be made with both hands simultaneously at,

above, or below the water surface. The-bedyp—shall-be-on—the
breast—and-the shoulders-inline with-the--witer—surfase. The

head may be submerged after the last arm pull prior to the touch,
provided it breaks the surface of the water at some point during
any part of the last complete or incomplete stroke cycle
preceding the touch.

101.2 BUTTERFLY (Page 14):

101.2.5 Finish--At the finish ,_the body shall be on the breast
and the touch shall be made with both hands simultanecusly at,

above, or below the water surface. -The-bedy-shall be eon-the
] e ] 14 o 1i bt £ .

Revise awkward and non-conforming format to eliminate repetition
of the word '"means" and to delete the unneeded semicolon:

101.4 FREESTYLE (Page 15):

.2 Stroke--#reestyte—means—that—4 In an event -se- designated

freestyle the swimmer may swim any style 4+ . except that in
a medley relay or an individual medley event, freestyle

means any style ... (no change to end).

Jok ke ok ok k ok



The following proposal is presented to the House of Delegates for the selection of three schedules for national
championships to be held between 1999 and 2002. Schedules 2a and 2b are considered the same schedule since
the only difference is the placement of the 400/500 free at either the beginning or end of the day. We will vote
on these schedules in the following way:

1)  We will vote on which schedule of the four schedules will be ELIMINATED.

2) If schedule 2 is NOT eliminated, then we will vote to select the preferred version of schedule 2 (i.e. 2a or
2b).

R30 104.5.2  p.39 Championship
House to vote on which three of the following schedules shall be used for the next four years.

A, Meet Schedule (1999-2002)

Schedule 1 Schedule 2a Schedule 2b Schedule 3 Schedule 4
1st Day 1st Day 1st Day 1st Day 1st Day
800/1000 800/1000 800/1000 800/1000 1500/1650 (m)
1500/1650 1500/1650 1500/1650 1500/1650 400 IM (w)
' 100 Fly
50 Back
200 Breast
_ 200 MFR
2nd Day 2nd Day 2nd Day 2nd Day 2nd Day
400 ™M 50 Back 50 Back 100 Back 1500/1650 (w)
50 Back - 100 Breast 100 Breast 200 Free 400 IM (m)
200 Free 200 Free 200 Free 50 Fly 50 Breast
100 Breast 100 Fly 100 Fly 200 Breast 200 Back
200 Fly 200 MMR 200 MMR 200 MFR 100 Free
200 MR 200 FR 200 FR 200 MR 200 FR
200 FR 400 M 400 M 400 M 200 MMR
3rd Day 3rd Day 3rd Day 3rd Day 3rd Day
400/500 (m) 400/500 {w) 100 Back 100 Fly 806/1000 (m)
50 Fly 100 Back 50 Breast 200 M 400/500 (w)
200 Breast 50 Breast 200 IM 50 Free 50 Fly
100 Back 200 IM 50 Free 200 Back 100 DM
50 Free 50 Free 200 Fly 50 Breast 200 Free
200 M 200 Fly 200 MFR 200 FR 100 Breast
200 MMR 200 MFR 4007500 (w) 400/500 (w) 200 MR
4th Day 4th Day 4th Day 4th Day 4th Day
4007500 (w) 400/500 (m) 100 Free 400/500 (gm) 800/1000 (w)
100 IM 100 Free 200 Breast 50 Back 4007300 (m)
100 Fly 200 Breast 50 Fly 100 Breast 50 Free
50 Breast 50 Fly 200 Back 100 M 200 IM
200 Back 200 Back 100 IM 200 Fly 100 Back
100 Free 100 IM 200 MR 100 Free 200 Fly
200 MFR 200 MR 400/504 (m) 200 MMR

Note: For the purpose of condensing the above table, relays are shown as: FR (M/F freestyle), MR (M/F
medley), MFR (mixed freestyle), MMR (mixed medley). They will be spelled out in the rule book.
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Recommendations of the Rules Committee
y . on the 1998 Proposed Amendments to the USMS Rules

The committee recommends the following proposals for approval by House of Delegates:

R4 Glossary p. 13 Ozark
Add after “Pool”:
Propulsive — having the power to propel.
Rationale: Removed at suggestion of Legislation Committee in 1997. Term is used in definition of strokes.

\/ R8 102.2 p- 19 Rule Book
AGE DETERMINING DATE —The eligibility of a participant for a particular age group will-shall be
determined by the age as of the last day of the meet.
Rationale: “Shall” is the helper verb our glossary defines as mandatory.

R10 102.5. p. 19 Championship
J 102.5. Events - In planing ...sheltered rest areas.

Any of the following events may be conducted foreach-age-greup. Any event conducted must be

offered for all age groups and both genders. Hisnetnecessary-to-conductall-evenisineach-meet:
For long distance events, see article 302.

Rationale: Housekeeping change. The existing rule opens the door to conducting some events for only some
age groups or one gender.

. R11 102.5.1 p. 19 Rule Book
.1 Short Course (25) Yards

\f é60400-800 yards mixed freestyle relay (owofemale-and-two-male}
200-400 yards medley relay

200-400 yards mixed medley relay (two-female-and-two-male)

Rationale: The definition of a mixed relay is given in 101.7 3F and need not be repeated here.

: R12 102.5.2 p. 20 Rule Book
. J .2 Long Course (5) Meters and Short Course (25) Meters

200-400-800 meters mixed freestyle relay éave—fema}e-aﬂd-maﬂale)
200-400 meters mediey relay

200-400 meters mixed medley relay (two-female-and tweo-male)

Rationale: The definition of a mixed relay is given in 101.7.3F and need not be repeated here.

RI13 102.6 p. 20 Florida
\/ 102.6 Event Limit — A swimmer may compete in not more than five individual events per day. If,
however, due to conditions beyond the control of meet officials, an event or events are postponed tg

a subsequent day of the meet, such postponed events shall not be included in the five events per day
limitation. :

. Rationale: Thunderstorms have often caused cancellation of part of 2 meet. The above proposed change is
taken from USS.



The following proposal has been tabled pending the outcome of the USS House of Delegates
Meeting

"R54  108.5.3 p. 53 Rule Book
.3 Turng/Finishes — Touches shall be judged ... Swimmers with no arms or with upper limbs too short

to stretch above the head may touch the wall with any part of the upper body; provided-the-shoulders
i hosl L yvith o caco,

Rationale: Requirement for shoulders to be horizontal done away with by FINA in March.
The following proposals have been withdrawn by their submitters.

R2 Glossary p. 13 Rule Book
>< Add afier “Meet”:
Meet committee—a group consisting of at least the meet director, referee or starter, and a participating

athlete, which makes preparations for the meet and handles administrative matters related to the meet.

Rationale: A unique term that should be defined.

)k R3 Glossary p. 13 Rule Book
Add after “Member™:

Mixed relay—two men and two women who may swim in any order.

Rationale: A unique term that should be defined.

?« RS Glossary p. 13 Ozark
Add after “Shall™:
Simultaneously — at the same instant.
Rationale: Removed at the suggestion of Legislation Committee in 1997. Term is used in definition of
strokes.

}\ R22 10312 p. 31 Rule Book

: 103.12 TIMING EQUIPMENT
Delete all of 103,12 from article 103 and move to beginning of 107.17, and renumber 107.17.1-
107.17.4, Then renumber current 107.17.1-107.17.5 to 107.17.5-107.17.9.

Rationale: Article 103 is titled “Meet Personnel and Their Duties.” A timing system is not a person or a
duty. This belongs in article 107, “Facilities Standards.”

. R23 103.13  p. 34 Rule Book
\\ 103.13 OFFICIAL TIME
Delete all of 103.13 from article 103 and move to article 102, where it becomes the new 102.11. Then
renumber current 102.11-102.17 to 102.12-102.18.

Rationale: Article 103 is titled “Meet Personnel and Their Duties.” Official time is not a person or a duty.
This belongs in article 102, “Swimming Competition.”
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The following proposal is presented to the House of Delegates for the selection of three schedules for national
championships to be held between 1999 and 2002. Schedules 2a and 2b are considered the same schedule since
the only difference is the placement of the 400/500 free at either the beginning or end of the day. We will vote
on these schedules in the following way:

1) We will vote on which schedule of the four schedules will be ELIMINATED.

2} If schedule 2 is NOT eliminated, then we will vote to select the preferred version of schedule 2 (i.e. 2a or
2b).

R30 104.5.2  p.39 Championship
House to vote on which three of the following schedules shall be used for the next four years.

A MASchedule (1999-2002)

Schedule Schedule 2a Schedule 2b Schedule 3 Schedule 4
1st Day 1st Day 1st Day 1st Day 1st Da
800/1000 800/1000 800/1000 800/1000 150071650 (m)
1500/1650 1500/1650 1500/1650 1500/1650 %0 M (w)
00 Fly

50 Back

200 Breast
2nd Day 2nd Da 2nd Day 2nd Day, 2nd Day
400 IM 400/500 ( 100 Back 100 Bdck 1500/1650 (w)
50 Back 100 Back 50 Breast 200rFree 400 IM (m)
200 Free 50 Breast Fly 50 Breast
100 Breast 200 IM 200 Breast 200 Back
200 Fly 50 Free 200 MFR 100 Free
200 MR 200 Fly 200 MR 200 FR
200 FR 200 MFR 400 IM 200 MMR
3rd Day 3rd Day 3rd Day 3rd Day
400/500 (m) 400/500 (m) 100 Free 100 Fly 800/1000 (m)
50 Fly 100 Free 200 Breast 200 M 400/500 (w)
200 Breast 200 Breast Fly 50 Free 50 Fly
100 Back 50 Fly 200 Back 200 Back 100 IM
50 Free 200 Back 100 ™M (} Breast 200 Free
200 M 100 IM 200 MR, 100 Breast
200 MMR 200 MR 400/500 (m) 400/400 (w) 200 MR
4th Day 4th Day 4th Day 4th Day
400/500 (w) 50 Back 400/500 ( 800/1000 (w)
100 IM 100 Breast 50 Back 400/500 (m)
100 Fly 200 Free 100 Breast 50 Free
50 Breast 100 Fly 100 IM 200 IM
200 Back 200 MMR 200 Fly 00 Back
100 Free 200 FR 100 Free m
200 MFR 400 IM 200 MMR 20

Note: For the purpose of condensing the above table, relays are shown as: FR
medley), MFR (mixed freestyle), MMR (mixed medley). They will be spelled out inthe rule book.

11

freestyle), MR (M/F



The committee does not recommend the following proposals as amended:

>< R24  103.13.1B p- 34  Records and Tabulation

B Aninitial distance within a longer event, provided the swimmer:
1.  Notifies, in writing, the meet referee of the intent request to officially record an initial split
time,
2, For individual backstroke splits such a written request must be made prior to the swim and be
brought to the attention of the meet referee.

Rationale: Conform to the niechange proposal for 105.2.2. Any legal swim qualifies for Top Ten or Record
consideration. The new backstroke turn necessitates special language for backstroke events.

R49 105.2.2B p. 45 Records and Tabulation
B. The intent-to-record request to record a split time is brought to the attention, in writing, of the meet
* referee;and. For individual backstroke splits, the intent to record a split must be brought to the

attention, in writing, of the meet referee prior to the swim.

Rationale: Any legal swim qualifies for Top Ten or Record consideration. The new backstroke turn
necessitates special language for backstroke events.

R5¢  105.3.7 p.45 Records and Tabulation
B. The intentto-record request to record a split time is brought to the attention, in writing, of the meet
referee—and. For individual backstroke splits, the intent to record a split must be brought te the
\F attention, in writing, of the meet referee prior to the swim,

Rationale: Conform to the rule-change proposal for 105.2.2. Any legal swim qualifies for Top Ten or Record _ ]
consideration. The new backstroke turn necessitates special language for backstroke events. .

10



. The Committee does not recommend the following rules for adoption by the House of
Delegates.

.3 IM Relay - Four swimmers on each team, each to swim one-fourth of the prescribed distance by
individually completing an individual medley (all rules for individuals competing in an individual
medley apply - rule 101.6)

?( R7 101.7.3 p.18 Florida Add and renumber:

Rationale: This would be bath the most exciting relay possible (with many lead changes as swimmers
perform their best/worst strokes) and a test of which team has the most complete swimmers, while

encouraging more swimmers to master more of the strokes, thereby promoting more new challenges to
athletes.

>< R9 102.3.2  p. 19 Colorado
.2 Relay Events

\D\ B—Short-Course- 25y meter-and-longeourse{(50)meter — 76-99, 100-119, 120-159, 160-199,
200-239, 240-279, 280-319, 320-359, 360-399 ... (forty-year increments as high as is necessary).
The aggregate age of the four relay team members shall determine the age group.

Rationale: Small teams are disadvantaged in yards competition using the age of the youngest swimmer.
Provides consistency of rules between yards and meters, compatibility with FINA and the philosophy of USS
and encouragement for age diversification pius camaraderie, etc.

. * RIS 102.10.1C p.20 Championship
x C Iisrecommended-that-when If swimmers are seeded by time and not by age groups, the fastest two
smrnmers with the fastest submitted times in cach agc group sheuld shall not be seeded into outside
lanes. ecommended-that they b prie-lane They shall be assigned lanes inward
from the end lane or given the center lanes in the next slowest heat, whichever is the more

appropriate placement.

Rationale: first of all, what we mean by "the fastest two swimmers" is "the two swimmers with the fastest
submitted times.” "Shall” should replace "should” for the same reasons this rule exists in the first place.

.>( R29 104.5.2 p. 38 Rule Book
.2 Program—A 4-day program for national championship mects will-shall be used. ...

Rationale: “Shall” is the helper verb our glossary defines as mandatory.

% R42  104.55C.8B  p.43 Championship
B Publication of meet results - Meet results in the appropriate format (See Appendix B) and club
scores shall be published within 30 days of the last day of the meet and distributed to members-of

the- USMS Board-of Director; representatives of participating clubs that request results, and the
USMS Records and Tabulation chairman,

Rationale: With Internet access to results, the current rule likely results in copies of results being distributed
frivolously.




R36 104.5.C2 p.41 Championship
. 2. Relay entry deadline - A rRelays may be entered until the day before
f it is scheduled to be swum. Partmlpants thercm must have entered the mect 35 days in advance

em—fee— A fee of § 12 00 pg.r relax shall be charged for alI relags Gﬁeml-USMS-rel&y-eafds-mast

Rationale: Charging all relays the same price regardless of entry date will obviate the need to pre-enter
relays that require age group and time changes. Relay cards are now generated on computer.

R37  104.5.5(A2)  p.42 Championship

4

\j Delete 104.5.5(A2)

Rationale: No way to enforce.

R38/ 104.5.5A3 p. 42 Rule Book
3. All events 200 yards/meters ... In the event that swimmers of the same sex two-courses-are
simultaneously swimming ege-sexin two courses, the Championship Committee may authorize
some alteration of this rule to allow for smooth progress of the meet.

Rationale. Awkward wording. Courses don’t swim, swimmers do.

R39 104.5.5(C) p. 42 Championship
/C Multiple Courses -- When courses are unequal in any way (depth of the course, visibility of timing
display, bulkhead turns, type of gutter or starung blocks, etc ), male and female swunmers shall
altemate courses bv davs harea 5 oth-cotrses: ; : all be

Days for each course shall be detenmned bx the Champmnshlp Comrmtte Ifthe time lme of the
meet is significantly affected by this rotation, the Championship Committee may override this

requirement.

. R4l 104.55C8 p.43 Championship

A Postmg of meet results -- Pheteeepies—ef—eveﬂa%eat—tﬂpes Event results shall be posted [for-each
- 8 e 103-6:6C) and

phts for each swimmer shall be made avmlable in aceerdance w1th article 103.11.6.C.

Rationale: We don’t need tapes with computerized results.

R48 105.2.2B p. 45 Pacific
B. Prior to the swim tThe intent to record a split time is brought in writing to the attention, in-wrting ,
of the meet referee and ...
\/' R48a 103.13.1B1 p.34 Pacific
1. Notifies, in writing, the meet referee of the intent ot record an initial split time priot to the swim,
R48b  105.3.7B p.45 Pacific
B. Prior to the swim tFhe intent to record a split time is brought in writing to the attentionin
\l writing; of the meet referee, and

Rationale: Swimmers who want a split time to count for Top Ten Time should request so in writing before
the swim so that the meet committee will not be inundated with innumerable request for splits after the fact.




An example table to be placed in Appendix B, using the current record times is shown below:

Appendix B
Adjustments for men’s National Qualifying Times for swims at altitude
30004249 ft 4250-6499 ft 6500+ ft
Age 200 yd/ | 400-500| 800- {1650 yd/| 200 yd/ | 400-500) 800- |1650 yd/|200 yd/|400-500} 800- J1650 yd/
Group m yd/m 1060 | 1500 m m yd/m 1000 j1500m | m yd/m | 1000 | 1500m
yd/m yd/m yd/m
19-24 0.50 2.50 5.001 11.00 1.20 500 1000, 23.00] 1.60 7.00] 15001 32.50
25-29 0.49 2.43 4.85] 10.67 1.16 485 9.70p 2231 1.55 6.79; 14.55] 31.53
30-34 0.50 2.48)  4.95] 1089 1.19 4.95 9901 2277 1.58 6.93] 1485 3218
35-39 0.51 2.53 5.05p 1111 1.21 505 1010 23231 162 707 15.15{ 32.83
40-44 0.52 2.58 515 1133 1.24 5.15) 1030 23.69 1.65 7211 1545{ 3348
4549 0.54 2.68 5.35] 1177 1.28 5351 10707 2461 1.71 749 16.05 3478
50-54 0.56 2.78 5.55| 12.21 1.33 5.55 11.10] 2553 178 777 16.65 36.08
55-59 0.58 2.88 575 12.65 1.38 3751 11.30] 2645 1.84 8.05[ 17.25] 37.38
60-64 0.59 2.95 5.90; 12.98 1.42 5901 11.80f 27.14] 1.89 8.26| 17.70| 3835
65-69 0.63 3.13 6.251 13.75 1.50 6.25 1250 2875 2.00 8.75} 18.75| 40.63
70-74 0.68 3.40 6.80] 14.96 1.63 680 1360f 3128 218 ©.52] 2040| 4420
75-79 073 3.3 725 159s] 174 725 14s0f 33350 232] 10.15] 21.75| 4713
80-84 0.84 420 8.40[ 1848 2.02 840 16.80) 38.64] 2.69f 1176, 2520] 54.60
85-89 0.98 4.88 9751 2145 2.34 9.75| 19.50] 44.85] 3.12| 13.65| 29.25| 63.38
90-94 1.15] 573 1ras| 2509  275| 1145|2290 s267] 366 16.03] 3435 7443
Adjustments for women’s National Qualifying Times for swims at altitude
3000-4249 ft I 4250-6499 ft 6500+ ft
Age 200 yd/ | 400-500| 800- |1650 yd/| 200 yd/ | 400-500| 800- |1650 yd/]200 yd/|400-500| 800- | 1650 yd/
Group m yd/m 1000 {1500m| .m yd/m 1000 |1500m| m yd/m | 1000 | 1500 m
yd/m yd/m yd/m '

19-24 0.57 2.33 5.65] 1243 1.36 5.65 11301 2599 1.81 7.91] 16.95 36.73
2529 0.55 2.75 5.500 12.10 1.32 5501 1100 2530 176 7.70] 16.50 35.75
30-34 0.56 2.78 5.551 12.21 1.33 5.55 11.10] 2553 1.78 177 16.65 36.08
35-39 0.55 275 5.50] 1210 1.32 5501 11.00 2530 176 7.70| 16.50 35.75
40-44 0.59 2.93 5.851 12.87 1.40 5.850 1170 26.91] 1.87 8.19] 17.55 38.03
45-49 0.60 3.00 6.00 13.20 1.44 6.00 12.00| 27.60 1.92 8.40| 18.00 39.00
50-54 0.65 3.25 6.50] 14.30 1.56 6.50[ 13001 2990F 2.08 9.10| 19.50 4225
55-59 0.70 3.43 6.95] 1529 1.67 6.95| 13.90| 31.97] 222 9.73| 20.85 45.18
60-64 072 3.60 720 1584 1.73 720 14.40| 33.12] 230 10.08] 21.60 46.80
65-69 0.77 383 7.65] 1683 1.84 7.65 15301 3519] 245 10.71] 22.95 49.73
70-74 0.82 4.10 8.20; 18.04 1.97 820 1640 37.72] 262 11.48 24.60 53.30
75-79 0.92 4.58 9.15 20.13 220 9.151 1830 42.09] 2.93| 12.81| 2745 59.48
80-84 1.00 5.00 1000, 22.00 240] 10.00] 2000 46.00) 320 14.00 30.00 65.00
85-89 1.23 6.13| 12251 2695 2.94| 12251 2450 56.35F 3.92] 17.15| 36.75 79.63
90-94 1.47 7.33 14.65] 3223 3.52 14,65 2930 67.39] 4.69| 20.51| 43.95 95.23




\/ R16 102.10.4 A (1c) p.22 Championship
¢. If, inthe-slowestastestheat there are not enough swimmers to fill
each all heats with two swimmers in each lane, those swimmers with the fastest submitted times

may be seeded one-to-a-lane.
Rationale: Waves, records, quality competition,

'R21  103.12.1 p. 31 Rule Book
C Manual A timing system operated by individual lane timers, each of whom operates a manual
watch that is both started and stopped by the timer as described in article 403-6-3-103.11.3. ...

Rationale: Wrong article reference

R26  104.3.2B p. 36 Rule Book
B Eligible bidders - A national championship ... LMSC. In either event, the facility to be used must be

in accordance with the facility standards which-have-been-adopted by USMS;Inec—defined in article

107.

Rationale: Makes more sense to tell people where to find the facilities standards.

R27 104.3.2B p.36 Champmnshlp

B Eligible bidders - A-rational-champienskip an th
theendeﬁemem—ef—uf%e— Anv club LMSC or orgamzatlon may bld H&-er&aer—eveﬂ%— t—The
facility to be used must be in accordance with the facility standards which have been adopted by
USMS, Inc. The Championship Committee Shall consnder LMSC endorsement as a selection

criteria. Shylt ;fm?g&.,“l 1

Rationale: There is nothing wrong with any business entity or organization profiting from providing
Masters swimming with a necessary service. This in no way would prevent the Championship Committee or
the House of Delegates from favoring bids from an LMSC or a club with the endorsement of its LMSC.

R35 104.5.3 C-2 p. 40 Colorado
2. Altitude Adjustment — Times achieved at an altitude of 3,000 feet or higher may be adjusted for
NQT PUrposes by subtracting the adjustment times (in Seconds) from the actual time achieved. The

144 ¥ freestvle The values in following table shall be those determined and used for the same purpose by
Uss.
\/ ‘ Note: Records and Top Ten, etc., are to be actual times swum, not adjusted for altitude.
| 3000-4249 &t | 42506499 1t | 6500+ ft
200 yards/meters 0.50 1.20 1.60
400-500 yards/meters 2.50 5.00 7.00
800-1000 yards/meters 5.00 10.00 15.00
1650 yards/1500 meters | 11.00 23.00 32.50

Rationale: The above table is based on the performance of college age men. For example, it is unreasonable
to expect that 50-year-old women should be able to swim (for example, a 1650 as fast as a 21-year old man.



do

R57 102.2 p.19 Infernationa-Committee
102.2. Age Determining Date - The eligibility of a participant for a particular age group will be
. determined by the age as of the-last-day-ef-the-meet December 31st of the year of competition.
?( Rationale: This is the current method used by FINA. Currently some swimmers are missing world records

and positions in Top Ten because we are not tracking our swimmers based upon the FINA rule

R58

7

102,2 p19 International Committee

102.2. Age Determining Date -
A For Short Course Yards, tFhe eligibility of a participant for a particular age group will be
determined by the age as of the last day of the meect.
B For Short Course Meters and Long Course Meters, the eligibility of a participant for a

particular age group will be determined by the age as of December 31 of the year of competition.

Rational: If R57 does not pass, then this compromise proposal is presented relying upon the same rationale
as R57,

R59

r

104,5.5.A1 p42 Championship
Move 104.5.5.A1 to 104.5.4.B4 and renumber
.4 Information on entry - All information regarding seeding must be stated on the entry form.

/ Rationale: This information should be part of the entry form section of the national championship
description.

The Committee recommends the following proposals as amended for adoption by the House of

.Jm

[

J R14

Delegates:

Glossary p. 12 Ozark
Add after “Heat™
Horizontal — paralle! to the level surface of the water.

Rationale: Removed at suggestion of Legislation Committee in 1997. Experience with “interpretation” new
breaststroke nule suggests that this clarification is still needed.

Glossary p. 13 Florida Gold Coast
Seeding- distributing swimmers among the required number of heats and/or lanes, based on submitted
times.
¢ Deck seeded seeding - all events are seeded at the meet Ume of the event w1th entries received
prior to or at the meet.
¢ Confirmed seeding - gvents are seeded afier a confirmation (check-in) time.
o Pre seeded seeding - all events are seeded prior to the day of competition aecerding-te

k o’"'f
Rationale: We actually use the above three methods of seeding. é’p e
10210.1Ap. 20 Championstip ¢ o W
A IETS eyen i long course meters shall’&onducted on a timed
final basis. | ; et in shan i course-ybeds may be conducted on a timed final basis. In

a trials/finals format competitors shall be lmuted to three individual events per day.

Rationale: While it is doubtful that many meet organizers would wish to offer heats and finals, why should
we preclude some creative and interesting possibilities?



R46  104.5.10B p.44 Rule Book
B Officials — The minimum number of officials ... An official may serve in only one officiating
position during any event-Fer,_except that during freestyle events 400 meters and longer, the .
referee and starter may double as stroke and turn judges.

Rationale: The two sentences are contradictory without this change.

R47  105.1.2 p. 44 Records & Tabulation

: .2 Times to be considered for records and Top Ten times must be made on or before May 31 for short
course yard times, Septernber 30 for long course meter times, and December 31 for short course
meter times, These times shall be forwarded to the Records and Tabulation chairman by haly15 |

June 30, October 20, and February—5, January 26, respectively.

Rationale: This would put all three courses on the same schedule and allow the Top-Ten SCY and
SCM books to be published one month earlier. It also solves a problem with publication deadlines for SWIM

W)
107.16. PACE CLOCKS%here may shall be at least two large, accurate timing devices or clocks, ;u/):"
preferably located one on each side of the course, clearly visible to all swimmers. “Biat-type-elecks
shall be atleast3-feet-in diameter-with-sweep-second-and-minute-hands—If-digital-readout-ctocks
are provided, minimum height of the digits shall be-6-inches—fM*;NC}—

magazine. ) ))})_
\/’Rsl 10716  p.50 Championshi W J&f 4

Rationale: We already qualify this rule with a M*. Let's require that there shall be pace clocks at cur
National Championships, not that it is mandatory that there "may" be pace clocks at our National
/ Championships.

RS2  107.17.2 p. 50 Rule Book .
.2 Power Source—See article 193-7103.12 ...

Rationale: Housekeeping. Wrong article reference.

the swimmer with a disability (see article 103.6.6). ...

‘R33 108.1.1 p. 51 Rule Book
\/ .1 Authority—The USMS rules and regulations grant the referee the authority to modify the rules for

Rationale: We should state where the rule book says this,

The following proposals were submitted during the convention by standing committees.
/R55 103.7 p. 27 Rules (new section; insert and renumber)
103.7 ADMINISTRATIVE REFEREE
The administrative referee shall resolve errors in entries and seeding, make adjustments as required
and Verify timing (see article 103.12.4), verify record documentation, and perform other duties as
assigned by the meet referce.
Rationale: Introduced in R45 as a required official at national championships

R56 103 p103 Rule Book
. Change title of article:
f MEET PERSONNEL-AND-FHEIR-BUTIES PROCEEDURES
\I Rationale: Article contains more than personnel and their duties.



R31 104.5.2C p. 39 Rule Book

Alternative meet schedules—A meet bidder may, with the approval of the Championship Committee,
. bid for a national championship meet with a different schedule from those defined in section/A
abeve-article 104.5.2A,

Rationale: This is the style followed throughout the rest of the rule book.

R32 104.5.3(A)p.40 Championship
A Individual events - Competitors may enter and swim in 2 maximum of six individual events {or
five individual events, if deemed necessary by the Championship Committee) in-a-4-day-national
championship-meet, with a maximum of three individual events per day.

Rationale: we need td include other formats such as a 5-day meet.

R33 104.5.3(B) p.40 Championship
B Relays - Each competitory shall be allowed to swim in only one freestyle relay, one medley relay,
\ one mixed freestyle relay, and one mixed medley relay of each distance per meet.

Rationale: we need to provide for the 400 and 300 relays.

R34  104.5.3(C2)  p. 40 Championship
: 2. Altitude adjustment - Times achieved at an altitude of 3000 feet or higher may be adjusted, for

\ / NQT purposes only, by subtracting the times (in seconds) in the following table from the actual time
\ achieved.
Rationale: altitude adjustments are to be made for no other purpose.
. R40  104.5.8A p. 43 Rule Book

A Posting of meet results—Photocopies of event/heat tapes shall be posted for each heat and lane
before or simultaneously with the posting of the results (see article 163-6:6C-103.11.6C).

Rationale: Wrong article reference.

R43 104.5 C.9B p. 43 Championship :
) B Protests affecting the eligibility of an individual or a team to compete, or protests arising from the
l/f competition itself, shall be handled by a panel of five persons comprised of one representative each
from the Championship Committee and Rules Committee, if present, plus three other participants
selected from other than the host team by the protest panel chairman or Championship Committee
liaison. . . .

Rationale: In practice, this is what happens.

. R44 104.5.10 p. 44 Rule Book
‘/ 104.5.10 Personnel (Also see articles-102.18-and 103)

Rationale: Housekeeping. All personnel were combined under article 103 a couple of years ago, and this
reference (to an article that no longer exists) was accidentally left in.

R45 104.5.10 p.44 Championship

B Officials- The minimum number of officials at each session of a USMS national champlonslup
meet shall include the fotlowing:

One meet referee
. One deck referee for each course
One administrative referge . . .

Rationale: This should be mandatory because we need an administrative referee to run an efficient meet.
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R17  102.10.4A6a. p. 22 Rule Book

_ 6 Lane etiquette
N a. The starter shall instruct the swimmers to swim on one side of the lane during the entire race (e-g: .
i.e., no “circle” swimming).

Rationale: The abbreviation “e.g.” means “for example. In this case, we are not giving an example. We're
defining what we mean by swimming on one side of the lane. So the correct abbreviation should be “i.e.,”
which means “that is.”

RIS 102.13.3A p. 24 Rule Book
, .3 Postponement or Cancellation
A If, prior to the start of a meet or event, unusual or severe weather or other conditions preclude the
\/ possibility of safely and effectively conducting a meet or event, the meet commitiee (see article
103.5) may cancel or postpone it.

Rationale: At this point in the rule book we haven’t defined the meet committee yet.

R19 103.1 p. 26 Rule Book
’ 103.1 REQUIRED OFFIGIALS-PERSONNEL—The minimum aurberof officials-personnel at
/ USMS sanctioned Masters Swimming meets or recognized events shall include the following for
each course:

Rationale: It doesn’t make sense to define officials as a type of officials (103.1.1). Instead, officials are a type
of personnel.

R20 103.10.6 p. 30 Rule Book
.6 Infraction Signal

\/ Exception: Relay take-off judges as outlined in article 03-5-5B-103.10.5B. .
Rationale: Housekeeping. Incorrect article reference.

R25 103.13.6 p. 35 Rule Book
# .6 Abackup time adjusted for system timing errors in accordance with the methods described in
articles 103-74C103-74B,103-74Eand 163-74F-103.12 4C,_103.12.4D. 103.12 4E, and
103.12 4F may be used as an official time equal to the level of the timing system to which it has
been adjusted.

Rationale: Housekeeping. Incorrect article reference. Note: if R20 passes, then the new articles should be
107.17.4C-F instead of 103.12.4C-F.

; R28 104.5.1A 2. p. 38 Championship
\/ 2. The chairman of thls meetmg shall be the premdem of USMS or an mdmdual designated by the
" president and-th be : '

Rationale: More consistent with actual procedure.

R30a 104.5.2B p. 39 Rule Book
\/’ B Rotation of meet formats-schedules —The particular format-schedule shall be rotated in.order (1, 2,

and 3) among the three basic schedules shown in article 104.5.2A without regard to course.

Rationale: Not a good idea to mix terminology. If we called them schedules in 104.5.2A, we should call
them schedules in 104,5.2B. Also, we should make it ¢lear which three schedules were talking about. .
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. Additional proposals from the Rules Committee

The following proposal was received after the completion of the rules committee meeting. The committee
recommends approval of this proposal.

R60 104 5.4.B4 p41 Championship
Relay entry cards—On the relay card, relay teams must list the name of the registered swim club
and the full pame (as it appears on t.he USMS reglstranon card), the age and the meet lD number of

each relay member, The-age—
deadline.

Rationale: Delete this sentence only if the relay entry deadline proposal, R36, passes. Relays may
then be entered until the afternoon prior to the relay being swum and there will no longer need to be a
later, i.e. next day, relay check-in.

The following proposals have been passed by USA Swimming and are recommended for approval by the
House of Delegates,

Ul Glossary p. 14
Add after “Wall”:
Warning Signal - a starting pistol, bell, whistle, air horn or other appropriate audible device.
Rationale: This is a term used but not defined. |93

fP"V‘" o~ O

U2 102.9.5p.20 '
' ‘ .5 First and last names of cempetiag eligible relay swimmerstheir ages, and theis order of
. \/ swimming shall be deelared snbmitted on a Relay Entr¥ Fo the clerk of course (if used)

or to the head lane timer, Any changes in names of the competing swimmers or their order

of swimming must be declared to the head lane timer immediately prior to the start of the

relay heat in which such team is entered. No changes will be permitted thereafter.
Rational: To correct the omission of the requirements to submit a Relay Entry form; currently, the
rules require only that the relays be listed on the “entry blank™ and are silent on how the swimmers
actually competing in a relay are to be “declared”.

U3 102.14p25

10214, <€osFRME Swimwear
. .1 Design—Swimmerscestumes The swimsuits worn for competition shall be non-transparent and conform
\/ to the current concept of the appropriate. The referee shall have authority to bar offenders from competition

underthisrule until they appeas-properly-costumed comply with this rule.
.2 Advertising—Products involving tobacco, alcohol, or pharmaceuticals containing drugs banned under IOC
or FINA rules may not be advertised, but the advertiser’s name only may be used. Offenders may be barred

from _competition until they comply with this rule.
Rationale: We have been wearing swimsuits since the mid-1920’s,

‘U4 107.11p25
107.11. STARTING PLATFORNMS
Rationale: There are more than one type of platforms governed by this rule.
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. U5 107.14p. 49

107.14. LOUDSPEAKER STARTING SYSTEM—An electronic sound-generating device
shall be provided to give the starting and recall signal. Loudspeakers may be mounted
A underneath or on the side of each starting platform, between every two platforms, on each
side of the racing course, or positioned behind the starting platforms in such a manner that
\/ equitable dispersion of sound to all lanes is assured. The device shall also activate a strobe
light, or similar eptieal visual signal, located on the starter’s side of the course
approximately 15 feet forward from the starting end, to indicate the start to manual timers
and hearing-impaired deaf and hard of hearing swimmers. The starting system may include
an underwater recall speaker and gun-lap signal option. [NC]

Rationale: This is language preferred by the disabled sports organizations,

U6 103.8p.29%

103.8. RECALL STARTER--A recall starter may be assigned to immediately discharge a
recall sound device (a) if the automatic equipment is not properly functioning on the starting
signal er _(b) if a false start has been observed, and ( ¢) to assist the Starter in any desired
manner. The position of the recall starter and the type of s:gnal to be used sha]l be made
known to the swimmers. The-fecal
desired-manner:

Rationale:

u7 107.15 p.50
\/ 107.15. FALSE START RECALL ROPE—A recail rope to be dropped across the course in
. case of a false start shall be provided approximately H-meters-{36-feet) 135 meters (49 feet)
from the starting end in both short eeurse and +5-meters-(49-feet)-in long course competition.
Rationale: To change the location of the false start rope.
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