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United S t a t e s  Masters Swimming Inc. Championship Committee 

October 1, 1982 

IGembers i n  Attendance: Tom Boak, Chairman, Chris Ruppert, Enid 

e Uhrich, Bobbie Turcotte ,  Tina Ear t in .  Ajsent Bobbie Turcotte 

Discussion: Philosophy of National Championship Meets. - a i l e  o'ur 
National Championships need t o  be held i n  f a c i l i t i e s  of high q u a l i t y ,  
t h i s  i s  not  the only c o ~ s i d e r a t i o n  f o r  awarding bids .  Housing, Trans- 
po r t a t i on ,  spoasors a b i l i t y  t o  p rofe r ly  s t a f f  the meet, impact on the 
a r ea  on Piasters Swimming. 

Purposes of the  Championship Committee: A s  s e t  f o r t h  i n  A r t .  I11 (F) (6)  
Appendix A ,  US Masters Swimming, but spec i f i ca l l y :  
..Secure, review and recommend awarding of National Championships 
. .Set  s tandards and guidel ines f o r  Eat ional  Championships by publishing 

a po l icy  and procedure manual 
. .Se t  up a jury system f o r  handling p ro t e s t s  
..Work with Meet Directors  i n  an advisory capaci ty t o  insure a cons i s ten t ,  

q u a l i t y  approach. 

Should Central  Zone receive any p r i o r i t y  i n  the awarding of 1983 iong 
Course Championships? Voted i n  favor of f i r s t  considerat ion (3-1). 

Le t te r  from Gordon Smith r e l a t i v e  t o  scheduling of Iqational Championships 
or. holiday weekends: Voted t o  leave t o  d i s c r e t i 0 3  of the Neet Di rec to r ,  
( subject  t o  USMS ru l e s ) .  

P ro t e s t  from Ron Bull  r e l a t i v e  t o  scoring of 82 Long Course Nationals:  
Voted i n  support of Ron B u l l ' s  p ro t e s t .  

P ro t e s t  from Cbrus Georges r e l a t i v e  t o  1.50~ m. f r e e s t y l e  a t  8 2  Long Course 
da t iona l s :  No ac t ion  on p ro t e s t .  
Recommend r u l e  change t ha t  when only one course i s  i n  use ,  the meet 
d i r e c t o r  be required t o  o f f e r  wi l l ing  competitors the r i g h t  to s w i m  two 
to  a lane p r i o r  t o  any hea t s  swimming one t o  a lane. In  add i t ion ,  t o  i 
e s t a b l i s h  a voluntary time standard. 

Rule Changes: USMS-7 - Team Scoring, voted i n  favor (3-1) 
USMS-f3 - en t ry  deadline;  voted aga ins t  (4-0) 

recommended en t ry  procedure whereby deadline 
es tabl ished requir ing r ece ip t  ins tead of postmark, 
change 35 days t o  30~days .  

USMS 9 ,  10 ,  and 11; agree wi th  i n t e n t ,  but  should be policy.  
Proposed r u l e  requir ing t h a t  a swimmer who does no t  show a t  the  block be 
scratched voted i n  favor (4-0). Given to  Rules Committee f o r  proper - - 
wording azd presentatiori .  

USP4S-6 Referred t o  Championship Committee f o r  development 
in to  p o l i c i e s  a-cd procedures. Recommended t h i s  
be defeated a t  t h i s  time. (Withdrawfi). 

Review of a i d :  83 Long Course; "Indianapolis ,  L i t t l e  Rock, Potomac Valley 
84 Snort Course: "Industry Eiills, Cal i fornia  
84 Long Course: ;'Raleigh W.C. , Indiana River Community 

College, F l a . ,  Potomac Valley 
* Awarded bid  
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UNITED STATES MASTERS SWIMMING - NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS 

September 1982 - by June Krauser 

LOCATIONS: - YEAR SHORT COURSE LONG COURSE 

1972 -- San Mateo, CA ------- Bloomington, IN 
1973 -- Santa Monica, CA ---- Chicago, I L  
1974 -- F t .  Lauderdale, FL -- Santa Clana, CA 
1975 -- F t .  Lauderdale, FL -- Knoxv i l l e ,  TN 
1976 -- Miss ion Vie jo,  CA --- S t .  Louis, MO 
1977 -- F t .  Lauderdale, FL -- Spokane, WA 
1978 -- San Antonio, TX ----- Providence, R I  
1979 -- Miss ion V ie jo ,  CA --- Dearborn, M I  
1980 -- F t .  Lauderdale, FL -- Santa Clara, CA 
1981 -- I r v i n e ,  CA ---------- Canton, OH 
1982 -- Woodlands, TX ------- Port land,  OR 
1983 -- F t .  Lauderdale, FL -- 

Tota ls :  23 meets - 9 i n  the  West - 7 i n  the  East - 7 i n  the  Middle .......................................................................................... 
NAMES OR TITLES USED FOR MEETS: 

Woodlands - 1982 Uni ted States Masters Swimming Nat ional  Short Course Championships 
Por t land - 1982 Nat ional  Masters Long Course Swimming Championships 
l r v i n e  - 1981 Uni ted States Nat ional  Masters Short Course Swimming Championships 

.Santa Clara - 1980 Long Course AAU Masters Nat ional  Swimming Championships 
Miss ion V i e j o  - 1979 Un i ted  States Masters Nat iona l  AAU Short Course Swimming Champion- 

ships 
San Antonio - 1978 Nat ional  Masters Swimming Championships 
Providence - 1978 Nat ional  AAU Masters Men's & Women's Long Course Swimming - 

ENTRY BLANKS: There i s  a good format now being used. However, i t  i s  c a l l e d  an "OFFICIAL 
ENTRY FORH1'instead o f  an "OFFICIAL ENTRY BLANK". I b e l i e v e  t h a t  people are  more f a m i l i a r  
w i t h  the  term "ENTRY BLANK". 

Also, I quest ion us ing  a postmark date f o r  t h e  c los ing .  USS has no t  used a postmark date 
f o r  many years as they had so many problems when they d id .  . ......................................................................................... 
INFORMATlON SHEET OR BOOKLET: The fo l l ow ing  items should be included: 

1 .  Meet D i r e c t o r ' s  name, address and phone. 12. 1650 yard f r e e s t y l e  / 1500 meter 
2. Entry  Procedure f r e e s t y l e  
3. E n t r i e s  f o r  I n d i v i d u a l  Events 13. 500 yd / 400 m t r  f r e e s t y l e  and/or 

(number and age groups) 400 yd/mtr i nd i v idua l  medley i f  deck 
4. E l i g i b i l i t y .  seeded 
5. Seeding Procedure 14. Meet Headquarters 
6. Scratches 15. In fo rmat ion  f o r  General Meeting 
7. Fees 16. When and where t o  r e g i s t e r  f o r  meet 
8. Ent ry  Deadl ine and M a i l i n g  Procedure and p i c k  up heat sheets 
9. Awards 17. Transpor ta t ion  
10. Team Scoring ( i n c l u d i n g  i e l a y  scor ing)  18. Meet In format ion:  p r a c t i c e  hours, e t c .  
11. Relay Informat ion:  E l i g i b i l i t y ,  Ent ry  19. Schedule o f  Events 

Times, Ent ry  L i m i t ,  I n d i v i d u a l  Swimmer 20. Special ,  Events 
Relay Event L i m i t ,  Age Groups, Awards, 21. Hote ls  and any o the r  miscellaneous 
and Team Representat ive in fo rmat ion  .......................................................................................... 

SUGGESTED RULE AMENDMENT: I would l i k e  t o  suggest t h a t  we de le te  Sect ion Y-(H) Nat ional  
Championship Meets and s u b s t i t u t e  the  fo l l ow ing :  (page 147 t o  page 150 o f  1982 CODE) 



(H) NATl ONAL CHAMP1 ONSH 1 P HEETS (Recommended f o r  Regional Championships when poss i b l  e) -. ~- c 
(1) US#S Nat ional  Championships s h a l l  be awarded i n  the  f o l l o w i n g  categor ies:  

(a) Men's and Women's Short Course Swimming Championships t o  be he ld  between 
A p r i l  1 and May 31. 

(b) Men's and Women's Long Course Swimming Championships t o  be he ld  between 
J u l y  I 5  and September 15. 
NOTE: Check dates o f  USS Nat ional  Championship meets f o r  c o n f l i c t .  

a 
(2) The f o l l o w i n g  r o t a t i o n  system s h a l l  be used when awarding the  Nat ional  Championships: 

YEAR ZONE A - Northeast ZONE B - Southern ZONE C - Central  ZONE D - Western rn s C LC 
1984 LC S C 
1985 LC s c 
1986 S C LC 

( 3 )  Conduct o f  Nat ional  Championships - Nat ional  championships w i  I 1  be conducted under 
Sect ion E - Swimming Rules, except as h e r e i n a f t e r  spec i f ied .  A general meeting o f  the  
Board o f  Governors, coaches and o f f i c i a l s  s h a l l  be he ld  the  evening p r i o r  t o  the f i r s t  
day 's  compet i t ion.  The meeting date, t ime and l o c a t i o n  s h a l l  be included i n  the  o f f i -  
c i a l  meet in format ion.  A l l  business p e r t i n e n t  t o  the  opera t ion  o f  the championships 
and the  conduct o f  the  events s h a l l  be considered and f i n a l i z e d  a t  t h i s  meeting, and 
no changes s h a l l  be made the rea f te r .  Changes may be e f f e c t e d  i n  the  conduct o f  the  
meet t o  f i t  the  s i t u a t i o n  and s ince  changes can be made i t  i s  the o b l i g a t i o n  o f  every 
swimmer o r  h i s  representa t ive  t o  be present a t  the  meeting t o  be apprised o f  such 
changes, should they occur. 
(a) Meet D i r e c t o r  - The meet d i r e c t o r  s h a l l  ca r r y  out  the  wishes o f  the,iBoard o f  Gover- 

nors i n  regard t o  the  conduct o f  the  meet. 
(b) Computerization - I f  possib le,  the  organ iza t ion(s )  conduct ing the championship 

s h a l l  compile team l i s t s ,  heat sheets and f i n a l  r e s u l t s  byccomputer. 
(c )  Heat Sheets - Heat sheets 1 i s t i n g  heat and lane assignments f o r  pre-seeded events 

and e n t r y  l i s t  by t ime ( f a s t e s t  t o  slowest) f o r  deck seeded events, s h a l l  be made 
a v a i l a b l e  t o  a l l  swimmers on the morning o f  t h e  day preceding the  meet. 

(d) E l i g i b i l i t y  Pro tes ts  - There s h a l l  be a j u r y  o f  th ree  persons, appointed by the 
r e g i s t r a t i o n  committee chairman o r  h i s  designee, i n  attendance a t  every na t i ona l  @ 
championship t o  determine p ro tes ts  a f f e c t i n g  the  e l i g i b i l i t y  o f  any swimmer t o  com- 
Pete o r  t o  represent an organ iza t ion .  
i. A l l  p ro tes ts  made p r i o r  t o  o r  dur ing  the  championship s h a l l  be submitted i n  

w r i t i n g .  
ii. Pro tes ts  s h a l l  be heard by the e l i g i b i l i t y  j u r y  and decis ions rendered, i f  

possib le,  be fore  the  s t a r t  o f  events on the day i n  which the pro tes ted  swimmer 
competes, bu t  no l a t e r  than t h e  l a s t  n i g h t  o f  the  championships. Opportunity 
s h a l l  be g iven f o r  both the  p a r t y  lodging the  p ro tes t  and the p a r t y  o r  p a r t i e s  
charged t o  be heard. . . . 

1 1 1 .  Unless the  e l i g i b i l i t y  j u r y  determines otherwise, the swimmer may compete 
under p ro tes t .  The r e s u l t s  o f  any race conducted under p r o t e s t  s h a l l  not  be 
announced, nor  p r i z e s  awarded, nor  p o i n t s  scored u n t i l  the e l i g i b i l i t y  j u r y  
has decided the  p ro tes t ,  o r  the  p ro tes t  i s  withdrawn, unless the p ro tes t  
would no t  a f f e c t  the  f i n a l  scor ing  o r  awards. 

i v .  The dec i s ion  o f  the  e l i g i b i l i t y  j u r y  s h a l l  be used f o r  the  purpose o f  r e s u l t s ,  
awards and scor ing the meet. 

(e) Technical Pro tes ts  - Wr i t t en  p ro tes ts  i nvo l v ing  techn ica l  ru les ,  except judgement 
decis ions,  must be f i l e d  w i t h i n  30 minutes o f  the pro tes ted  a c t  o r  occurrence. 
P r i o r  t o  the s t a r t  o f  the meet, the  pres ident  o r  h i s  designee s h a l l  appoint  a 
techn ica l  j u r y  composed o f  two compet i tors i n  the meet and a t  l e a s t  one, but  no t  
more than three, o the r  persons. 

( f )  Scratch Procedure - Any swimmer who f a i l s  t o  repo r t  t o  the proper lane i n  the 
c o r r e c t  heat o f  h is /her  entered event w i l l  not  be permi t ted  t o  swim t h a t  event 
a t  another t ime and w i l l  be considered scratched from t h a t  event.  There i s  no 
pena l ty  f o r  sc ra tch ing  an event. 

(g) Seeding 
a 

i. A l l  events 200 yards/meters o r  l ess  s h a l l  be pre-seeded, w i t h  the f a s t e s t  
heats swum f i r s t  w i t h i n  each age group. I f  i n  any age group, there a r e  not  
enough swimmers f o r  a complete heat,  a l l  swimmers i n  t h a t  age group s h a l l  be 
seeded i n  adjacent lanes. 

-2- 



i i. The 500 yd / 400 m t r  f r e e s t y l e  and 400 yd/mtr i n d i v i d u a l  medley may be e i t h e r  
pre-seeded (as above) o r  deck seeded on t ime on l y ,  w i t h  the  f a s t e s t  times in 
the f i r s t  heat,  the  second f a s t e s t  t imes i n  t h e  second heat,  e t c .  

i i i. The 1650 yd / 1500 m t r  f r e e s t y l e  s h a l l  be deck-seeded on t ime on l y ,  w i t h  the  
f a s t e s t  t imes i n  the  f i r s t  heat,  the  second f a s t e s t  times i n  the second heat,  
e t c .  When o n l y  one pool i s  used f o r  bo th  men's and women's events, the heats 
s h a l l  be apport ioned and a l t e r n a t e d  by sex. A t  the  meet d i r e c t o r ' s  op t i on ,  
w i l l i n g  compet i tors may swim two (2) i n  a lane when on l y  7, 8, 9 o r  10 lanes 
a r e  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  the  event. A1 1 heats w i t h  two ( 2 )  compet i tors i n  a lane 
s h a l l  be completed before  the  heats w i t h  a s i n g l e  compet i tor  per lane. This 
in fo rmat ion  must be s ta ted  on t h e  e n t r y  b lank.  When two (2) compet i tors swim 
i n  a lane the re  s h a l l  be two automatic t im ing  systems ava i l ab le .  Seed two 
(2) compet i tors i n  a lane as fo l l ows :  
1)  L i s t  a l l  swimmers f a s t e s t  t o  s lowest  and number. 
2) L i s t  a1 1 odd numbered swimmers f a s t e s t  t o  slowest. This becomes group A.  
3) L i s t  a l l  even numbered swimmers f a s t e s t  t o  slowest.  This  becomes Group 0. 

(We have taken one l i s t  and made two.) 
4) The f a s t e s t  7, 8, 9 o r  10 A's become Heat IA, and the  f a s t e s t  7, 8, 9 o r  

10 B ' s  become Heat lB, e tc .  NOTE: Th is  insures t h a t  swimmers o f  r e l a t i v e l y  
equal a b i l i t y  w i l l  swim i n  t h e  same lane. 

5) I f  s t a r t i n g  a t  the  same end o f  pool ,  A 's  swim i n  r i g h t  h a l f  o f  lane and 
0 ' s  swim i n  l e f t  h a l f  o f  lane. 

6) I f  s t a r t i n g  a t  oppos i te  ends o f  pool,  A ' s  swim i n  h a l f  o f  lane t o  t h e i r  
r i g h t  when s t a r t i n g  and 0 ' s  swim i n  h a l f  o f  lane t o  t h e i r  r i g h t  when s t a r t i n g .  

(h) When the  depth o f  the  swimming course var ies ,  the  male and female contestants 
s h a l l  share equal t ime i n  t h e  deep end o f  the  pool.  

( i )  Scoring - Scoring w i l l  be pub1 ished for Men, Women and Combined t o t a l s .  Mixed- 
Relav scores w i l l  be used f o r  Combined t o t a l s  ONLY. 

- 8  - 

'0 
Lanes i n  Pool I n d i v i d u a l  

Seven 8-6-5-4-3-2-1 
E iah t  9-7-6-5-4-3-2-1 . ~ 

N i ;;e 10-8-7-6-5-4-3-2- 1 20-16-14-12-10-8-6-4-2 
Ten 1 1  -9-8-7-6-5-4-3-2-1 22-18-16-14-12-10-8-6-4-2 

(j) Awards - Medal awards w i l l  be awarded one through s i x  and appropr ia te  awards w i l l  
be awarded 7 and beyond. The number of event awards g iven w i l l  be equal t o  the  
number o f  lanes used i n  the  pool.  A USMS Championship patch s h a l l  be awarded t o  
the  winner o f  each event. Awards w i l l  be g iven regardless o f  the  n a t i o n a l i t y  o f  
t h e  swimmer. Swimmers wihning more than one Championship may purchase a d d i t i o n a l  
patches f o r  each a d d i t i o n a l  championship won. NOTE: Dup l ica te  awards w i l l  NOT 
be given, except i n  t h e  case o f  t i e s ,  as provided i n  103.9 o f  the  USS Technical Rules. 

(K)  F i n a l  Resul ts  - Meet r e s u l t s  and team scores s h a l l  be pub1 ished by the meet sponsor 
w i t h i n  30 days and d i s t r i b u t e d  t o  members o f  the Board o f  D i rec to rs  and representa- 
t i v e s  o f  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  teams. 

(4) Events and Programs - The fo l l ow ing  four-day program f o r  championship meets s h a l l  be 
conducted w i t h  Women's events preceding Men's events: 

SHORT COURSE LONG COURSE 
1s t  day 

200 yd back 200 m t r  back 
100 yd breas t  100 m t r  b reas t  
50 yd f r e e  50 m t r  f r e e  

200 yd f l y  200 m t r  f l y  
100 yd I M  200 m t r  medley r e l a y  
200 yd medley r e l a y  400 m t r  f r e e  
500 vd f r e e  



2nd day - A _  . 
200 yd breas t  200 m t r  breast  
100 yd f l y  100 m t r  f l y  
50 yd back 50 m t r  back 

100 yd f r e e  100 m t r  f r e e  
200 yd I t 4  200 m t r  I M  
200 yd f r e e  r e l a y  200 m t r  f r e e  r e l a y  

.! 
200 yd mixed medley r e l a y  200 m t r  mixed medley r e l a y  

3rd day 
200 yd f r e e  200 m t r  f r e e  

50 yd breas t  50 m t r  breast  
100 yd back 100 mt r  back 
50 yd f l y  50 m t r  f l y  

400 yd I M  400 m t r  I M  
200 yd mixed f r e e  r e l a y  200 m t r  mixed f ree  r e l a y  

4 t h  day 
1650 yd f r e e  1500 m t r  f r e e  

(5) Ent ry  Blanks and In fo rmat ion  Booklet 
(a) The e n t r y  blanks s h a l l  be prepared under the  j o i n t  d i r e c t i o n  o f  the pres ident  o r  

h i s  designee, the  r u l e s  chairman and the  meet d i r e c t o r .  
(b) Such e n t r y  blanks s h a l l  conform exac t l y  t o  the  standard format agreed upon by the 

Board o f  Governors, and no o the r  s h a l l  be used. 
(c) One se t  o f  the  e n t r y  blanks s h a l l  be sent by f i r s t  c lass  mai l  a t  l e a s t  30 days 

p r i o r  t o  the  c l o s i n g  date t o  a l l  members o f  the  Board o f  Governors. 
( d l  The in fo rmat ion  book le t  s h a l l  con ta in  the  meet d i r e c t o r ' s  name, address, phone 

numbers and a l l  o the r  p e r t i n e n t  in fo rmat ion .  
(e) Ent ry  fees f o r  na t i ona l  championship meets s h a l l  be $3.00 f o r  i n d i v i d u a l  events 

and $8.00 f o r  re lays .  A $10.00 e r  person (swimmer) sur tax  may be charged ( f o r  
na t i ona l  championship meets on l y  7 t o  be used by t h e  meet sponsor t o  he lp  pay meet 
expenses. A banquet o r  appropr ia te  s o c i a l  event may be conducted f o r  an a d d i t i o n  
fee. P a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h i s  event i s  op t i ona l .  

( f )  The c l o s i n g  date f o r  e n t r i e s  i n  a1 1 n a t i o n a l  championship events s h a l l  be no more 
than fou r  weeks p r i o r  t o  the  f i r s t  day o f  compet i t ion.  

& 
(g) The in fo rmat ion  book le t  ma i l i ng ,  i nc lud ing  preparat ion,  p r i n t i n g  and d i s t r i b u t i o n ,  

s h a l l  be the  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  the  meet sponsor. Approval o f  data t o  be mai led 
s h a l l  be obta ined by the  pres ident  o r  h i s  designee p r i o r  t o  p r i n t i n g  and/or 
d i s t r i b u t i o n .  

(h) The date, t ime and l o c a t i o n  o f  the  general meeting s h a l l  be included i n  the 
o f f i c i a l  meet in format ion.  

( i )  I t  s h a l l  be the  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  t h e  sponsor t o  sh ip  the  submitted e n t r y  blanks 
t o  the  USMS Secret_arvP)immedlately f o l l o w i n g  the championships. Those e n t r y  blanks 
w i l l  be re ta ined f o r  a per iod  o f  one year. 

(6) E n t r i e s  
(a) Ent ry  blanks,properly f i l l e d  o u t  and received p r i o r  t o  the  meet e n t r y  

deadl inelwi l l  dec la re  the  swimmer o f f i c i a l l y  entered. 
(b) Competitors may enter  and swim i n  a maximum o f  6 i nd i v idua l  events i n  a 

four-day Nat ional  meet w i t h  a maximum o f  3 i nd i v idua l  events per day. 
Competitors s h a l l  be a l lowed t o  swim i n  on l y  one f r e e s t y l e  re lay ,  one 
medley re lay ,  one mixed f r e e s t y l e  re lay ,  and one mixed medley re lay  per 
meet. Each team s h a l l  be l i m i t e d  t o  no more than three re lays  i n  each 
event i n  each age group. A l l  Competitors,including members o f  re lay  teams, 
must f i l l  ou t  and s i g n  the appropr ia te  e n t r y  blank. 

(c) Ent ry  times must be submitted fo r  a l l  i nd i v idua l  events and r e l a y  events. 
(d) One member o f  each r e l a y  team s h a l l  p i c k  up r e l a y  e n t r y  cards on which he 

s h a l l  l i s t  the  competing r e l a y  swimmers, t h e i r  f i r s t  and l a s t  names, ages, 
o rder  o f  swimming and sex ( fo r  mixed re lays ) ,  f o r  each entered re lay .  Upon 
r e p o r t i n g  t o  the  s t a r t i n g  blocks, immediately p r i o r  t o  the s t a r t  o f  the 
r e l a y  heat i n  which such team i s  entered, the completed r e l a y  e n t r y  card 
s h a l l  be handed t o  the  head lane t imer.  




